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PREFACE, 



I cannot better introduce this volume to the public, than 
by giving the following extract from a minute written by 
me for the Philological Committee of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal about two years ago :*— 

" The present object of the Society in regard to the Per- 
sian Series of the Bibliotheca Indica, is to aid in working 
out an idea, which originated with the late distinguished Sir 
Henry Elliot, viz., to place in the hands of the future Histo- 
rian, the best original materials for compiling a History of 
this country, and the plan proposed for accomplishing our 
task is, to publish texts of the most trustworthy authors, 
giving the preference, when possible, to writers contem- 
porary with the events their histories chronicle. 

" In this view, we have already published that portion of 
Abul-Fuzl Baihaki's Tarikh-i dl-i-Soboktikin which con- 
tains the biography of Mas'iid the son of Mahmiid* of 
Ghaznin ; and it should be our endeavour, I think, to com- 
plete this period from other sources j because the kings of 
Ghaznin have exercised so material an influence on the 
progress of events in India, and the affairs of the two coun* 
tries are so interwoven, that any History of India, without 
an account of the rise, progress, and decline, of the Ghaz* 
Bin dynasty, would certainly be incomplete. 

" I am not prepared to say that materials at present exist 
and are available for satisfactorily fulfilling this portion of 
our task j which embraces a period of about 200 years, com- 
mencing with N&sir ol-dln Soboktikfn, and ending with 
Khosraw Malik, who died A. H. 583. 

" The succeeding, or second period of the History of In* 
dia, treats of the Afgh&n dynasties, including the Ghori, the 

* The poet Onsarf, a contemporary of Mahmiid and the great Firdawsi, 
wrote Mahmud's .Jife, and copies of the book were extant in India a century 
ago. Whether a copy exists anywhere now or not, I do not know. It would he 
most valuable, for the history of this period* 
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Slave, the Khilji, and Lodhi kings. It commenced with M'oiz 
ol-din Mohammad Ibn i S&m Ghori, and concludes with 
Solt&n Ibrahim Ibn i Sakandar Lodhi ; or, including the 
interruption caused by the invasions of the Chaghattais, may 
be carried down to Mohammad Adil, in the year A. H. 963 ; 
in which year also Homayun died. 

" In furtherance of our object in regard to this period, we 
have already published the history of Zia ol-din Barni, 
which chronicles the reigns of eight kings of Delhi, from 
Ghaias ol-din Balban, to the 6th year of the reign of Firoz 
Shah, a period of 92 years, Zia ol-din took up his narrative 
of events from the point where the author of the Tabaq&t i 
N&siree left off. This latter history we have for some time 
been desirous of publishing, and materials have now, fortu- 
nately, been placed at our disposal. 

" The Tabaqat i Nasiree is a general history, compiled 
by Minh&j ol-din Jawzj&ni. It commences with the birth 
of Adam, and concludes with the biography of Nasir ol-din 
Mahmiid b- Shams ol-din Altimash, the eighth king of Delhi 
of the Ghori dynasty. 

" It must be evident that that portion of Minh&j ol-din 
work which treats of ancient history, is of no value for illus* 
trating the history of Mohammadan India, The account he 
himself gives of this part of his history is as follows : — 

"He found, he says, a tabular chronicle compiled by the 
Im&m Mohammad Ali Abu l-K&sim Im&di, in the time of 
Nasir ol-din Sob.oktikin, containing, in a very concise 
form, some account of the prophets, the early and latter 
Khalifahs, and something of the life of Nasir ol-din 
Soboktikin. This he desired to enlarge ; and by giving a 
more extended account of the kings of Arabia and Persia, 
including the Tobbas of Yaman, the kings of Himyar, the 
Khalifahs, the Biiyahs, Tahirydn, Saff&ryan, Samaniy&n, 
Saljiikyan, and Eumy&n, so make a complete history. 

"But, for this portion of general history, we cannot 
expect to learn anything very new or instructive from 
Minhaj okdin; for, we have older, and better, and more 
numerous, authorities than those he used ; and many of these 
works have been already printed and published. 

" There is, however, a portion of his history which is of 
great value for our purpose, viz., that which contains the 
chronicle of his own times, commencing with the Ghori dy- 
nasty, (of the Royal House of which he was himself a pro- 
tege,) and concluding with Nasir ol-din Mahmiid b-Solt&a 
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Altimash. Of the contents of the work, the late Mr. Morley 
in his catalogue, has given a brief outline ; and from the 
examination I have made of the book, his remarks appear 
to me to convey an accurate impression of its value. Of the 
propriety then, of our publishing the portion mentioned, 
there cannot, I think, be a question. 

" It might be thought that this author's account of the 
Kings ef the house of Nasir ol-din Soboktikin, (in whose 
time, and by whose order, the chronicle on which Minhaj 
ol-din professes to have based his account of this period 
was compiled) would be valuable. But it appears to be very 
meagre. The reigns of three or four kings, are sometimes 
discussed in half the same number of pages, three only, 
being allotted to Mahmud the Great, and his twelve inva- 
sions of India, 

" What is related, however, is, doubtless, taken from the 
authorities considered most trustworthy at that early period, 
— authorities some of which are no longer extant ; and it will 
he interesting and satisfactory to this Society to hear that the 
author supports their opinion of Baihaki as a historian, for 
he opens his account of this period in the following words :— » 
'The Imam Abu 1-Fazl Baihaki relates as follows' and 
quotes Baihaki often, in preference to Mohammad Ali Abu 1- 
Kasim Imadi, the compiler of the Court Chronicle and his- 
torian of the time, thus establishing, that he had in his 
possession the last portion of this valuable history, and leaving 
fair grounds for us, to conclude, that he consulted it, as the 
best authority then extant, for the history of the early 
portion of this period. 

"As I have serious doubts about our obtaining full 
materials for illustrating, satisfactorily, the history of this 
period ; and as under any circumstances, Minhaj ol-din's brief 
sketch will be valuable as a correct index of the truth of 
other works, I am in favour of commencing our edition 
of the Tabaqat i-N&sir ol-din from the rise of the Ghaznavide 
dynasty." 

The course recommended in the above extract, has been 
pursued, and I think with advantage. 

In regard to the materials we have had for making a 
correct text, I regret to say that they are somewhat defective. 
When I commenced the work we had three copies, one 
belonging to the Royal Asiatic Society, one to the India 
House Library, and one to the High Priest of the Parsis at 
Bombay. A little time afterwards Col. Hamilton, in reply to 
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a Circular of the Society, forwarded a copy from Delhi. These 
MSS. are all apparently good old copies ; and are written in 
very different hands. It was supposed, then, that we had 
four distinct copies to collate ; but before long it became 
apparent, that the four had been copied from two MSS. 
so, in reality, we had only two. The question then was, 
' should I stop until another MS. turned up V The Society 
had issued hundreds of circulars to all parts of India ; and 
had failed to draw out more than two copies ; and the fact 
that the four old copies I had, had been copied from two 
MSS. seemed to indicate so clearly the great scarcity 
of MSS. of this work, that I decided to go on. 

The only serious difficulty I have had to contend with, has 
been the proper names ; and as this difficulty existed rather 
in my own ignorance, or perhaps I should, say the general 
ignorance of the history of the people and the geography of 
the countries of which the book treats, it did not seem 
a valid ground for withholding this very valuable work from 
the public. Of one thing I am certain, that even in this respect, 
it will be found very much more correct than other general his- 
tories, such as Abu 1-Fida, Ferishtah, Sijrar al-Motaqaddimin 
and other published works, which have included a narrative 
of the events herein recorded. I have, moreover, given the 
variante8 of the MSS. wherever I was in doubt, and this will , 
greatly assist readers in correcting the text where I may have 
made mistakes. 

W. Nassau Lees. 
College op Fobt William, > 
1st July, 1864. J 
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